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at the Hotel de FArc, and Balzac's mind was : ill of his lady-love, whose spirit seemed to him to hallow the place. He saw the house where j le stayed, went along the road where they had wall id together, and was refreshed in the midst of is troubles and anxieties by the thought of her.
On August 22nd the travellers returned to Ps is on excellent terms with each other, and for so] .e years after this journey friendly relations continu< 1. In 1842, in remembrance of their adventure, Bab ,c dedicated " La Grenadi&re " to Madame Marbou" r9 under the name of Caroline, and added the won >, " A la po^sie du voyage, le voyageur reconnaissan " Later on, however, they quarrelled, and she wrc e " Une Fausse Position," in which Balzac is repi -sented in a decidedly unflattering light; and aft r this he naturally withdrew the dedication in " I i Grenadiere."
On his return from this amusing trip a terrib 5 trouble awaited Balzac.   Among the letters heap* I together   upon   his writing-table was   one fro) . Alexandre   de   Berny,  announcing   abruptly tib : death  of Madame de Berny,  which had   take place on July 27th.    Balzac was utterly crushe by this blow.    He had not seen Madame de Bern for some time, as since the death of her favourit son she had shut herself up completely, pretendin to  Balzac  that she was not very ill, but sayinj laughingly that she only wanted to see him whei she was beautiful and in good health.    Now sh was dead, and the news came without preparatioi